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NATIONALISM IN INDIA

Write in brief

Question 1. Explain:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Answer: (a) Nationalismisafeelingthatcombinesall the people of the nationintoasingle unit. Itisapowerful

Why growth of nationalism in the colonies is linked to an anti-colonial movement?
Howthe First World War helped in the growth of the National Movementin India?
Why Indians were outraged by the Rowlatt Act?

Why Gandhiji decided to withdraw the Non-Cooperation Movement?

sentimentthatbinds peopletogetherinacommonbondbeyondtheir communal, lingual, caste or religious

differences. In all the colonies of the world, the imperialistpowerexploitedthe peoplesocially,religiously,

economicallyandpolitically.

Colonization affected people's freedom, and nationalist sentiments surged during the process of
struggle against imperial domination.
Thesenseofoppressionandexploitationbecameacommonbondforpeoplefrom different walks of life,
and this resulted in the growth of nationalist ideals.
Althougheachclassorgroupofpeoplefeltthattheywerebeingoppressedunder colonialism, the effects
of colonialism were felt differently.

People started uniting against the colonialism which strengthened the sense of nationalism

further.

Thus, the growth of nationalism in the colonies is linked to anti-colonial movements.

During the First World War, the Britisharmy conducted forced recruitment from rural areas inIndia.
To finance the defence expenditure, high customs duties and income taxes were imposed.

Also, during 1918-19 and 1920-21, crops failed in many parts of India, thereby resultinginacutefood
shortages. Accompaniedbyepidemicsitaccountedfor12to13

milliondeaths. AllthiscausedextensiveangerandoppositionagainsttheBritish colonial rule.

People hopedthattheirhardshipswouldend after the warwas over. Butthisdid not happen.

Thewar had givenriseto many social and economic problems. The Montague- ChelmsfordReformsof
1919couldnotsatisfytheaspirationsofthe Indians. There arose ageneral discontentamongthe Indian

massesagainstthe Britishrule.




The Indians helped the British Government during World War . They were hopeful that after the war,
the government would give them many rights.
However,thegovernmentdidnotdoanythingandtherefore,therewasanimmense discontent among the
people.

Tocopewiththesituation,theypassedtheRowlattAct1919.Imperial Legislative council passed the
Rowlatt Act against the opposition of Indians.

It gave the government autocratic powers to repress political activities besides allowing it to detain
political prisoners without a trial, for two years.
ThelIndianswereoutragedbythisactasitwasclearlyundemocraticand oppressive and hurt

national sentiments and dignity.

Rallieswere organized in various cities, workers went on strike inrailway workshops and shops were

closed down.

Gandhijihaddeclaredthatthenon-cooperationmovementwillbeanon-violentone. Hedecidedto
withdrawthe Non-CooperationMovementdueto variousincidentsof violenceperpetratedbythe
masses, especiallythe Chauri Chauraincidentin 1922 where the people clashed with the police, setting a
police-station onfire.

Although he had stopped the national revoltsingle-handedly, on10 March 1922, Gandhi was arrested.
On 18 March 1922, he was imprisoned for six years for publishingseditiousmaterials. Thisledtothe
suppressionofthemovementandwas followed by the arrest of other leaders.

Gandhijifeltthatthe peoplewerenotyetreadyforamassstruggleandthat satyagrahisneededtobe

properlytrainedfornon-violentdemonstrations.

Question 2. What is meant by the idea of satyagraha? Answer:

Satyagraha was a novel method of mass agitation in a non-violent way.
Theideaof Satyagrahaemphasizeduponthepoweroftruthandtheneedtosearch fortruth. It suggested
thatifthe cause wastrue and ifthe struggle wasagainst injustice, then physical force was not

necessary to fight the oppressor.

Through non-violent methods, a Satyagraha could appeal the conscience of the oppressor by the power of
truth.

People-includingtheoppressors-hadtobepersuadedtoseethetruththroughtheuse of non-violence.
Gandhiji firmly believed that the truth was bound to ultimately triumph.

Question 3. Write a newspaper report on:




(@) The Jallianwala Baghmassacre
(b) The Simon Commission

Answer: (a)

On 13th April 1919, a large crowd had gathered in the enclosed ground of JallianwalaBagh — some to
protest against the British government’s repressive measures, others to attend the annual Baishakhi
Fair.

These people were unaware ofthe imposition of Marshal Law inthe city. General Dyer,the

Commander, blockedtheexitpointsfromtheBaghandopenedfireupon the innocentcitizens.
Dyerwentwith Sikh, Gurkha, Baluchi, Rajputtroops from 2-9th Gurkhas, the 54th Sikhsandthe59th
SindRiflestheyenteredthegarden, blockingthe mainentrance afterthem, took up positiononaraised
bankandonDyer'sordersfired onthe crowd for about ten minutes, directing their bullets largely
towards the few open gates throughwhich people were trying to flee, until the ammunition supply was
almost exhausted.

Dyer’sintentionwastoproducea“moraleffect’andterrorizesatyagrahis. Hundreds of innocent people
includingwomenand children were killed and wounded due to this indiscriminate firing by the British
soldiers,

Thisincidentangered masses of Indiaultimately ledtonation-wide outrage. Jallianwala Bagh incident

was the most brutal incident inthe History of India.

TheSimonCommissionwasconstituted by the Tory GovernmentinBritain,under Sir John Simon. The

objective of the Commissionwasto look into the functioning ofthe constitutional system in India and

suggest some constitutional changes.

ButnationalistsinIndiaopposedthe Commissionbecauseithadnotasingle Indian member. Therefore,
whenthe Simon Commissionarrivedin Indiain 1928, itwas greeted with the slogan “Go Back Simon”.
The Commissionwasstrongly opposed by many in Indiaand metwith protestsin every major Indian
city it visited

All parties, including Congress and the Muslim league, participated in the

demonstrations. Thusitbroughtasense of unity in Indians forthe moment. TheSimon

commissionrecommendationsformedthebasisofthe Actof1935.

Question 4. Compare the images of Bharat Mata in this chapter with the image of Germanian
Chapter 1.

Answer:

e TheimageofGermaniawasthesymbolof Germannationwhereas;theimageof Bharat Mata was the




symbol of the Indian nation.

Bothimagesinspirednationalistswhoworkedvery hardtounifytheirrespective countries and to attain a
liberal nation.

Theimage of Bharat Mata is different fromthat of Germaniain the sense that the formerreflectsthe
religiousbasisofitsmaking. Theimage of Bharat Matapainted by Abanindranath Tagoreisbestowed
withlearning, food, clothing,andsomeascetic quality also whereas the image of Germaniawas painted
by Philip Veitinthe year 1848.

Another painting of Bharat Mata in which we find Mata holding Trishul and standing besidealionand
anelephant—symbolsof powerandauthority. Thisimageappears tobe more akinto the image of
Germaniawhere she holds asword and ashield.

e These images popularized the idea of sacrifice and devotion to the mother nation.
Discuss Project

Question 1. List all the different social groups which joined the Non-Cooperation Movement of 1921.
Then choose any three and write about their hopes and struggles to show why they joined the

movement.

Answer: ThedifferentsocialgroupsthatjoinedtheNon-CooperationMovementof1921 weretheurban

middleclasscomprisinglawyers,teachers,andheadmasters,students, peasants, tribals andworkers.

Themiddleclassjoinedthemovementbecausetheboycottofforeigngoodswould make the sale of their
textiles and handlooms go up.
Thepeasantstookpartinthe movementbecausethey hopedtheywouldbesaved fromtheoppressive

landlords, hightaxestakenbythecolonialgovernmentabolition of begar and variety of other cesses.

Thetribalsemployed guerrillatactics to fight the British in some parts of India, the Gudemrebels

attackedpolicestations&attemptedtokill Britishofficials. Meansthey were inspired by the Gandhiji but
were notkeentofollownonviolentways of struggle Plantationworkerstook partinthe agitationhoping
they would gettherightto move freely inand outside the plantations, maintainalink with the village they

had come from and get land in their own villages.

Question 2. Discuss the Salt March to make clear why it was an effective symbol of resistance against
colonialism.

Answer:

Gandhijithoughtthe saltwasaneffective symbol of resistance againstcolonialism becauseitwasdonein
revoltagainstacommodity-salt,usedbytherichandthepoor alike. Anitem of daily use could resonate
morewith all classes of citizens thanan abstract demand for greater political rights.

Thetax onsaltandthegovernmentmonopolyoveritsproductionwasaseverely oppressive




administrativemove.
By breakingthesaltlaw Indiashowed their intentionof non-cooperationandtobreak the oppressive

coloniallaws.

TheSaltMarchwaseffectivealsobecause Gandhijimetalargenumberofcommoners duringthe marchandhe
taughtthemthetrue meaning of swarajand non-violence.

By peacefully defying law and making salt against government orders,
Gandhiji set forth an example to the whole nation of how the oppressor could be confrontedinanon-

violentmanner. ThisalsoledtotheCivil Disobedience Movement in 1930.

Question 3. Imagine you are a woman participating in the Civil Disobedience

Movement. Explain what the experience meant to your life.

Answer: | was very happy to participate in the Civil Disobedience Movement because I understood that
I havetoservethenationinwhatever capacity I could. I had heard Gandhiji speakingandaskingusto
participateinthismovementlfeelservicetothenationasasacred duty of women. Inspired by him, lalso offered

Satyagraha. Picketed liquorshopsandshops sellingforeignclothandalsocourtedarrest. Ifeltempoweredby

theseactivitiesandfeltthat women also can help the men in the ultimate goal of achieving independence
from the British. | felt very proudto be the part of the movementbutalso | felt that the participation of women

was taken by many Indians as symbolic.

Question 4. Why did political leaders differ sharply over the question of separate electorates?

Answer:

Political leaders differed sharply over the question of separate electorates because of differences in
opinion.

While those supporting the cause of minorities and the Dalits believed that only political
empowermentwouldresolvetheirsocialbackwardness, DalitleaderslikeDr. Ambedkar demanded a
separate electorate.

others like Gandhijithoughtthat separate electorates would furtherslow downthe processoftheir
integrationintosociety.Also,itwasfearedthatthesystemofseparate electorates would gradually
divide the country into numerous fragments because every community or class would then ask for

separate representations.

EvenMuslimleadersfavouredtheseparateelectoratesastheyfearedtheiridentity and culturewouldbeindanger
duetothedominationofmajority. Theyfearedthat thecultureandidentity of minoritieswouldbe submergedunder
thedominationof Hindu majority.




