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MODAL VERBS 

I. DEFINITION 

A modal verb is a type of auxiliary verb  
that is used to indicate modality-that is  
likelihood, ability, permission, possiblity,... 
 

Two of my  

friends can  

play guitar  

(ability) 



MODAL VERBS 

HOW TO USE 

CAN 
Use Example 

Ability / Possibility 

Impossibility 

Asking for permission 

Request 

 They can control their own work. 

  We can’t fix it. 

  Can I bring here? 

  Can you help me?  



MODAL  VERBS 

MAY 
Use  

permission 

possibility 

  Example 

  May I have another cup of coffee? 

             I may finish my homework 



MODAL  VERBS 

SHALL 

Use  

Offer 

Suggestion 

Permission 

Example 

  Shall I help you with your luggage? 

Shall we say 2:30 then? 

Shall I do that or will you? 

 



MODAL  VERBS 

WILL 
Use  

decisions 

Offer 

Promise 

Example 

 I can’t see any taxis so I’ll walk 
 

 I'll do that for you if you like. 
 

   I’ll come back on Monday. 
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